REGULAR MEETING
VILLAGE OF MORRILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

May 09, 2023
7:00 P.M.

A Regular Meeting of the Chairman and Board of Trustees of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska was held on May 9, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the Village of Morrill Legion Hall.  Notice of the meeting had been published according to law, in the Star Herald, a newspaper published of general circulation in the Village and also posted in 3 conspicuous places within the Village of Morrill.   The notice stated the date, hour and place of the meeting, that the meeting would be open to the public, that anyone with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend the meeting should contact the Village office, and that an agenda of the meeting kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the office of the Village; provided, however, the Village Board could modify the agenda at the meeting if it determined that an emergency so required.  An agenda kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the Village office at all times from the date of publication of the notice to the time of the meeting.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, was also delivered to each Board Member.
Chairman Hart presided and Village Clerk Janine Schmidt recorded the proceedings. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Hart directed the public a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, posted on the north wall for the public’s review. The following Board Members were present: Neal Hart, Denise Sinner, Tony Schuler, Paul Adams and Steve Engleman.   Also in attendance was Village Attorney Jacob Swanson, Simmons Olsen Law Firm.
1. Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Sinner to approve the agenda.     
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
2. Moved by Member Engleman and seconded by Member Sinner that the minutes from April 11, 2023 Meeting be approved.
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
3. Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Adams to approve the April 30, 2023 Treasurer’s Report be approved.
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Chairman Hart asked if any citizens with business not scheduled on the agenda wished to include an item providing the Village Board determines the item requires emergency action. There were no emergency items.
4. Next on the agenda was a moment of silence to honor David Reid Jr. a member and officer of the Morrill Volunteer Fire Department who passed away.
5. Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Sinner to approve a KENO request for $1000.00 to the Morrill Lady Lion Basketball Program.

YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: Adams. ABSENT: None.
6. Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Engleman to approve a KENO request for $2500.00 to the Old West Balloon Festival.
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

7. Next on the agenda was consideration of an awarded grant for $75,000 for a new ambulance with COVID funding and discussion regarding funding the balance of the vehicle.  The Rural Board will be meeting on Thursday, May 11th at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall and Clerk Schmidt will post a notice of quorum of the Village Board of Trustees in case Village Board members would like to attend.  The ambulance is estimated to cost between $284,000 and $330,000 and would be a 50/50 Split between both boards.  Chairman Hart informed Megan Lukassen, EMT that this will be discussed more during budget sessions in July and August.  Clerk Schmidt also suggested looking into a USDA grant and possible loan if necessary.  No action was taken.

8. Discussion was held regarding putting pickle ball courts on the existing tennis courts and painting the pickle ball courts green.  LED lighting would also be put on a timer that would come on at dusk and shut off at 10:00 p.m.  Chairman Hart estimated that this would cost the Village an estimated $2500 dollars.  Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Engleman to approve KENO funds up to $2500 for pickle ball courts and lighting.
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
9. Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Schuler to attend Rural Prosperity Nebraska Conference in Valentine in June.

YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
10. An opportunity for public comment was provided.  Public comments were as follows: Kim Lessert shared that Yard of the Week begins Memorial Day and runs through Labor Day weekend.  All residents are eligible to win since there is no monetary value to the award.  Kim also inquired as to why the tree at FoMo Park was removed and if protocol and procedures were followed.  Chairman Hart shared that the tree was deemed a danger because from the wind the tree was leaning and it had pulled up the sod on the north side of the tree.  If the tree would have fallen into the electrical lines or onto the highway it could have been a major incident and therefore it was removed.  Josh Guerue, Morrill Lady Lions basketball coach thanked the board for their support over the years and shared some information on the team.  The school is run by tax dollars and the Lady Lions basketball is self sufficient and does not receive any funding from the school.  The team raises funds by selling ads and asking for donations to the program.  Giving to the program is giving to the kids and supporting our future.  The girls are more than just a basketball team and they do a lot of giving to the Morrill community.  One of the items is a few years ago a storm came through town and instead of practice the girls went out and cleaned up yards for those who were physically not able to on their own.  The girls do more than just donate their labor and time but have helped pay for school lunches for those who didn’t have the money, provided shoes and clothing for those less fortunate and also help families during the holidays with groceries and presents.  They did not and do not advertise these things because that is not what giving is about.  To this team this is bigger than a game.  Josh asked the board if they would please let him know if the Village Board in not interested in donating to the team he will not have them come to a meeting to be disrespected by a board member.  Josh thanked the board again for all their support over the years.  Shaun Hess shared that he doesn’t think one board member should treat people with such disrespect and that all board members should support our kids.  Shaun said none of the board members would like their daughter to be talked to the way the girls tonight were.  Shaun said if you don’t support the community and want to behave in this manner than you need to quit the board and he would gladly step up to take their place.  Matt Hinman thanked the board for honoring Matt Reid Jr with a moment of silence and shared that the funeral will be held on May 20th at 11:00 a.m. at the Elementary School in Morrill.  Matt also shared that the Big Iron auction still had roughly 13 hours to go and the bid was currently at $6300 for the old Fire Truck.  
11. The Village Board then received written reports from departments.  
12. The next item on the agenda was the approval of bills and expenses.  It was moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Adams to approve all claims as presented.  
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
A Lifetime of Care Tree Service LLC Srvcs/Lbr 11062.50
Scotts Bluff County Srvcs/Lbr 485.04
Accelerated Receivables Garn 276.57
Simmons Olsen Law Firm, P.C. Srvcs/Lbr 1000.00
Action Communications, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 19.68
Spic & Span Cleaners Sup 2145.40
Amazon Capital Services Sup 372.99, Sup 19.79, Sup
Torrington Disposal Service Srvcs/Lbr 9634.00, Srvcs/Lbr
59.99, Sup 179.96, Sup 11.24, Sup 173.65
70.00, Srvcs/Lbr 388.72
Ameritas Life Insurance Company Ins 163.70
U-Save Mart Fuel 1429.40
Attentive Ins 1150.00
Verizon Wireless Srvcs/Lbr 136.24, Srvcs/Lbr 136.20
BARCO Municipal Products Inc. Sup 126.20
Viaero Wireless Srvcs/Lbr 390.56
Ben Jackson Reimb 550.00
Village of Morrill Special Account Sup 50.00
Black Hills Energy Util 43.65
Village of Morrill Utility Deposit Acct Dep 200.00
Black Hills Energy Util 162.87
Visa Sup 543.66
Black Hills Energy Util 1429.18
Vistabeam Util 77.95
Blue Cross/ Blue Shield Ins 13737.12
Wal-Mart Capital One Sup 147.52
Border States Industries Sup 3742.70, Sup 262.93
Watson Welding & Manufacturing Srvcs/Lbr 60.00, Sup
CPS Distributors Sup 344.12
23.00, Srvcs/Lbr 50.00, Srvcs/Lbr 95.00
Center Point Large Print Sup 148.38, Sup 88.95
Western Nebraska Joint Water Board Wtr 4957.50
Century Business Products Srvcs/Lbr 123.62
Western Nebraska Papers Pub/Sub 390.21
Charter Communications - Village Office Util 229.95
Charter Communication - Fire Dept Acct. Util 129.98
Charter Communications - Police Util 79.98
Charter Communications - Pool Account Util 4.99
Colonial Life Ins 467.24
Culligan Water Conditioning Srvcs/Lbr 69.50
Danko Emergency Equipment Co. Sup 110.19
Dearborn Life Insurance Company Ins 86.00
Dutton-Lainson Company Sup 53.47, Sup 8742.49, Sup
3128.39, Sup 115.84, Sup 9650.72
ETI Sup 162.01
Eakes Office Solutions Sup 64.86, Sup 53.88
Home Depot Credit Services Sup 148.73, Sup 16.20
Horse Creek Tire Sup 160.39, Srvcs/Lbr 203.76, Srvcs/Lbr
104.73, Srvcs/Lbr 134.38
IIMC Memb 210.00
Ideal Linen Supply Sup 36.29, Sup 44.03, Sup 33.60, Sup
80.81
Ideal-Linen Bluff's Facility Solutions Sup 182.96, Sup
190.92
Infinity Construction Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 231907.45
Intralinks, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 288.00, Srvcs/Lbr 125.00
Irby Company Srvcs/Lbr 148.42, Sup 358.70, Sup 717.40
J Harlen Co., Inc. Uniform 118.00
Janine Schmidt Milg 151.31
John Deere Credit Sup 326.94, Sup 434.24, Sup 771.81
Kaufman Glass Sup 103.60
Kwik Stop Fuel 96.03
L L Johnson Distributing Co. Sup 72.56
LARM Ins 2386.77
Loyal American Life Insurance Co Ins 1779.42
M.C. Schaff & Associates, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 28087.50
Magic Sudz Sup 100.00
McNaughton Sup 966.00
Mobius Communications Company Srvcs/Lbr 35.00
Morrill American Legion Rent 100.00
Morrill Hardware Sup 120.27
Morrill Supply Sup 436.85
Mutual Of Omaha Ins 153.20
Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc. Sup 104.39, Sup 499.15
One Call Concepts, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 7.12
Panhandle Collections, Inc. Garn 353.49
RCI Srvcs/Lbr 75.00
Sandberg Implement Inc. Sup 25.70, Sup 631.67
Sandry Fire Supply Sup 79.75
Scotts Bluff County "Special" Account Util 250.00
Village of Morrill $72.67, $200.00, $182.20, 117.46, 200.00 Refund

Dennis Hanson $127.33 Refund

KariAnn Timmens $17.80 Refund

Darryn Walters $82.54 Refund

Payroll $24,149.33, $25,935.25, $26,188.57

941 Taxes $6,335.33, $6,851.10, $7,045.67

Credit Card Fees $49.50, 9.95, 25.90

Edward Jones Retirement $3,801.00

Nebraska Department of Revenue $1,955.50, 10,507.00 Taxes

Colonial Insurance $700.86 Ins.

Great Gardens $326.66 Flowers

EMP $569.52 Supplies

Robby Rhembrandt $500.00 Training

13. The next Regular Board of Trustee Meeting will be held on June 6, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.
14.  The last item on the agenda was a motion to adjourn by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Sinner.
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

The meeting was then adjourned at 7:47 p.m.


/s/ Janine K. Schmidt

/s/ Neal Hart

Janine K. Schmidt



Neal Hart

Village Clerk/Treasurer


Chairman, Board of Trustees
